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one set of founders any better than another? Ts
it not better to go beyond them all, and put trust
in the earlier fathers of the Church ? Certainly, if
human authority is to be the guide, the nearer we
go to the well-spring of apostolic teaching the
better. Accordingly, the inquiring mind is driven
onwards, by the want of any definite principle in
his Protestant advisers, into the arms of absolute
authority, or at least of ecclesiastical tradition.
This process is not a mere imaginary case. It is a
case I have witnessed in more instances than one,
and that, too, in connection with minds deeply
pious and conscientious; but, alas! too logical to be
satisfied with a superficial and imperfect response
to their souls' inmost yearnings and necessities.
I say, therefore, that our Protestantism has this
duty incumbent upon it, cither to allow of private
judgment to the uttermost, or to think out for
itself some intelligible principle, by whicli the
rationalistic results of individualism are to be
curbed and prevented.

Such a principle, as regards philosophical truth,
we have endeavoured to develop in the preceding
Lecture; the same principle, as regards religious
truth, has yet to be brought into action, as affording
some intelligible reply to the inquiring spirit of the
age. For ourselves, we have the deepest convic-
tion that the doctrine of intuition, applied to the
development of Christianity, gives us a holcl upon
something generic, catholic, objectively wal, to which
the individual reason, or, as it is often termed, the